In the aftermath of the devastating earthquake that hit Haiti in January 2010, Amway, its employees, and Independent Business Owners (IBOs) responded by giving more than $1 million in cash and in-kind donations. But the country remains in desperate need for greater, long-term assistance. As a result, Amway has partnered with SOS Children’s Villages to help children left homeless and abandoned after the quake.

Here are answers to some frequently asked questions about the Amway partnership with the SOS Children’s Villages, and how people can help.

Q. Why is Amway partnering with the SOS Children’s Villages?

A. To help SOS build a village in Haiti to care for homeless and abandoned children in the aftermath of the devastating January 2010 earthquakes.

Q. What is SOS Children’s Villages? 

A. It’s an international organization dedicated to offering permanent care for orphans. It was founded in 1949, and has expanded to 500 villages in 132 countries. Each village has between 10 and 15 homes, and each home houses up to 10 children. “Special mothers” live in each home and raise the children as their own.

Q. Where will this village be built?

A. In Les Cayes, on the Caribbean coast. Two villages in Haiti – one in Cap-Haitien and one in Santo, in the Port-au-Prince area – currently provide homes for more than 500 children.  
Q. What other services do the villages provide?

A. Each village also includes a kindergarten, primary school, medical center, and community facilities.

Q. What’s the construction schedule?

A. Construction is slated to begin in late 2010, depending on approval from the Haitian government and the United Nations, to ensure compliance with a master construction plan for Haiti. 

Q. Has Amway made a financial commitment toward the building project?

A. Yes. It will provide $250,000 toward construction costs. This is above and beyond the more than $1 million in cash, products, and services donated by Amway, its employees, and Independent Business Owners (IBOs) in the immediate aftermath of the earthquake. 

Amway invites its employees, IBOs, customers, and friends worldwide to participate with us by giving – gifts large and small are appreciated! It’s a rare opportunity to support this incredible effort and help provide a stable and caring environment for orphaned children.

Q. How can others help?

A. People can make a donation [links to http://www.sos-usa.org/amway] by going to the SOS Children’s Village site, where they can sign up for a one-time or recurrent donation. SOS will use the gift to help build the SOS Village in Les Cayes. 

Q. Where can people go to learn more about this earthquake-relief program?

A. They can visit our Haiti Relief Page to learn more and to participate in this effort.
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